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Championing Environmental Stewardship
With a strong commitment to minimizing its overall impact on the environment, Walt Disney World Resort 
encourages and inspires environmentally responsible behavior from its Cast Members, guests and business 
partners. Through energy and water conservation, along with waste minimization, the company effectively 
manages resource use and helps preserve the natural environment through science, education and 
leadership.

Sustainable and Responsible Development

Of the approximately 40 square miles at Walt Disney World Resort, nearly one-third of the property has 
been set aside as a dedicated wildlife conservation area.
The Nature Conservancy’s Disney Wilderness Preserve represents the company’s lasting commitment 
to responsible land development. After purchasing 8,500 acres in Osceola County to allow for build-out 
of the resort in the 1990s, Disney created a model partnership between government, non-profits and 
business. Working with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida water management 
districts and groups like Audubon of Florida and The Nature Conservancy, the $45 million investment is 
a living laboratory for land restoration. The Preserve has now grown to 12,000 acres, as other 
companies have followed the model to expand the original tract. A centerpiece of this natural 
sanctuary, the “green” Conservation Learning Center is open to the public and promotes the preserve’s 
innovative conservation strategies.

Growing Green
At Walt Disney World Resort, conservation and environmental sustainability are not only part of a long-term 
commitment to responsible stewardship, but key components in day-to-day business operations.

Walt Disney World Resort received the 2013 Sustainable Florida Best Practice Award in the large 
business category for its “Make the Switch” electricity conservation program. 

An EPA “Energy Star Partner,” Walt Disney World Resort has installed energy-saving fixtures and 
systems throughout the property.
A lighting retrofit program that included merchandise locations, attractions and distribution 
facilities throughout Walt Disney World Resort conserves the energy equivalent of operating Big 
Thunder Mountain for more than three years.
LED fixtures are used in nearly all of the holiday signs, decorations and Christmas trees at Walt 
Disney World Resort.
Even Cinderella Castle glows “green” during the holidays, with more than 170,000 LED white 
lights that use the energy equivalent of just four coffee pots.
Walt Disney World Resort has established temperature guidelines that save energy, yet provide a 
comfortable environment in both guest and Cast Member areas.
Walt Disney World Resort theme parks have turned off or dimmed the external lighting during 
non-operational hours for icons such as Cinderella Castle, Tree of Life, Mickey’s Sorcerer Hat and 



Spaceship Earth.
The “snow” at Blizzard Beach and the 199-foot façade at the Twilight Zone Tower of Terror are 
covered with low-volatile organic compounds (VOCs) paint, which reduces paint emissions by 
more than two-thirds. Since Walt Disney World Resort began using the environmentally friendly 
paint years ago, low-VOC paint has become more widely available among most large paint 
distributors in Florida.
Walt Disney World Resort maintains the state’s Green Lodging designation for 24 resort hotels – 
the largest number of Green Lodging-certified hotels in the state. Disney’s Boardwalk Inn Resort 
was among Florida’s first resorts to receive the designation following the program’s launch in 
2004. To achieve this special certification, resorts must meet standards in five categories: water 
conservation, education and awareness, waste reduction, energy conservation and indoor air 
quality.

Mindful Waste Management

Recycling is a big part of waste management at Walt Disney World Resort. More than 125,000 tons of 
materials were recycled in 2013.
The approach to water conservation at Walt Disney World Resort begins with using less water whenever 
possible and maximizing the use of reclaimed water. About 30 percent of the resort’s overall needs and 
80 percent of its irrigation requirements are met with reclaimed water. 

Each year, Walt Disney World Resort uses more than two billion gallons of reclaimed water for 
irrigation of landscape, washing buses and cleaning streets at theme parks and resorts. This 
amount of water could fill Spaceship Earth roughly 129 times.

Walt Disney World Resort uses merchandise bags containing 100% post-consumer materials. Made 
from low-density polyethylene (LDPE), the bags release 60% less carbon dioxide during production.
Disney Harvest reduces food waste by gathering excess prepared food from Walt Disney World Resort 
kitchens and distributing it through the Second Harvest Food Bank of Central Florida. More than 1,000 
local children are fed weekly through this program. In 2013, Disney Harvest donated more than 
624,000 pounds of food to the hungry in Central Florida.
Disney’s Animal Kingdom provides some unique forms of “waste.” In 2013, more than 4,200 tons of 
manure from Disney’s Animal Kingdom, Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge and the Tri-Circle-D Ranch was 
sent to the compost facility.

Caring for Wildlife and Animals
In addition to protecting wildlife habitats, the company is committed to animals in Florida and around the 
world.

The Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund supports programs that help save species and natural 
habitats, while helping kids develop life-long conservation values through nature exploration. Programs 
supported by DWCF annual grants are selected for their strong basis in science, innovative education 
and benefits to local communities. 

In 2013, DWCF awarded nearly $4 million to nonprofit environmental groups and universities, 
supporting 163 programs in 50 countries that focus on saving animals and habitats.
Florida-based projects have received more than $5.5 million in grants since DWCF’s inception in 
1995, including grants of more than $950,000 to University of Florida and $110,000 to University 
of Central Florida.
Working in collaboration with Disney Friends for Change, the DWCF also supports key initiatives 
that help connect kids with nature.
Since 1995 the DWCF has: 
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